Church of St Patrick, Parish Council Meeting Notes
Parish Council Meeting – September 17, 2026

Attendance
In‑Person Attendance
· Rev. Fr. Al Kuss
· Michelle Hannan
· Grace Hanson
· Jasmine Hoedeman
· James Misfeldt
· Roseanne Strand
Online Attendance
· Bill Schnobrich
· Jim Swanke
Absences
· Jeff Bodensteiner
· Brian Brown
· Kathy Koehler
· Andy Piazza
· Julie Schnell
· Alison Schmidt

Opening & Quorum
The meeting began informally due to an initial lack of quorum, with members proceeding through discussion until additional attendees joined. Once quorum was met, the June 11 minutes were formally approved.
· Early portion of meeting held without voting.
· Quorum reached later; June 11 minutes approved.
Review of June 11 Minutes
Members clarified that the parish website does provide submission confirmation, and noted several transcription errors in the previous minutes. Emphasis was placed on reviewing minutes carefully before approval.
· Website form tested; confirmation pop‑up verified.
· AI transcription errors noted (“masks and donuts”).
· Some members may have minutes routed to spam folders.
Garage Sale Report
The garage sale achieved the highest revenue in parish history (approximately $100,000), supported by exceptional volunteer turnout and strong community engagement.
· 820 wristbands distributed (approx. +200 from last year).
· Kitchen served 795 meals.
· Non‑parish volunteers from Bloomington assisted.
· Salvation Army collected nearly all remaining items.
· Art area generated $6,000 in sales.
· Hot dogs sold out (75 sold).
· Social halls fully cleaned and restored quickly with the strong volunteer turnout.
Upcoming Fundraisers
Council discussed planning April fundraising events, including a casual Spring Fling.
· Proposed April 10 Spring Fling to benefit Cobán and parish needs.
· Casual format: hors d’oeuvres, drinks, music, physical silent‑auction sign‑in.
· Volunteers from men’s and women’s clubs encouraged to participate.
Security Grant & Safety Concerns
Father Kuss provided updates on the parish security grant and recent incidents at a nearby parish.
· Security grant submitted; announcements expected December–January.
· Incident at Holy Family highlighted need for improved usher vigilance.
· Communion under both species will not be reinstated.  
· Certain church doors now kept locked for safety.
· Discussion on keeping Sacristy door locked due to increase concerns as well as funds in safe.  Ushers need to enter to put collection into safe.
Calendar of Events & Potlucks
Several upcoming community events were reviewed, including potlucks hosted by younger parishioners and a New Year’s Eve gathering.
· A younger couple is planning fall potluck for younger families.
· December 31: potluck after 5 p.m. Mass with movie, games, popcorn.
· Council invited suggestions for New Year’s Eve activities.
Courtyard Improvements
The Men’s Club is exploring enhancements to the courtyard for parish use.
· Proposal includes lights, umbrellas, and uniform outdoor furniture.
· Father prefers simple, matching pieces rather than ‘garage‑sale’ items.
· Water feature declined due to liability concerns.
· Movable furniture needed for lawn maintenance.
· Planning required now to complete work by spring.
Our Lady’s Table Partnership
Council reviewed potential involvement in the Our Lady’s Table meal‑service program.
· Food prepared at St. Gabriel’s using ingredients from Food to People.
· Volunteers assemble approx. 80 meals weekly.
· Typical shift: 3–4 volunteers + one lead, from 4:30–6:30 p.m.
· Parish may solicit interest via bulletin announcement.
Garden In Manhattan Student Ministry
Michelle is gathering information on the student‑led faith group at the high school to determine how the parish might support it.
· Group meets Thursday mornings; highly student‑driven.
· Council seeks clarity on leadership, advisor, structure, and needs.
· Goal is to support without interfering with student‑led nature.
· Follow‑up planned for next month.
Children’s Bell Choir
Kathy is coordinating with Cinthia Biros to begin rehearsals for a children’s bell choir.
· Rehearsals planned for November.
· Goal: performance at 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.
· Possible additional performance at First Communion Mass.
Parish Census & Directory Update
Council discussed beginning a parish census to update contact information, separate from last year’s problematic directory.
· Volunteers willing to help review and update records.
· Past directory issues caused by vendor errors.
· Many phone numbers outdated due to landline cancellations, moves, etc.
· Proposal: simple in‑pew update cards requesting preferred phone number and address.
· Consider outreach to elder‑care facilities for updated resident information or a QR code.
Action Items / Next Steps
· Roseanne — Prepare bulletin announcement for Our Lady’s Table volunteer interest.
· Michelle — Gather detailed information on Garden In Manhattan leadership, advisor, structure, and needs.
· Kathy & Cinthia Biros — Plan and schedule children’s bell choir rehearsals for November.
· Men’s Club (Jeff) — Refine courtyard proposal with cost estimates, furniture options, and spring timeline.
· Council Members — Provide input on New Year’s Eve potluck and Spring Fling format.
· Father Kuss & Ushers — Continue improving usher training and reviewing sacristy security procedures.
· Bill & Roseanne — Review census card design and determine distribution plan.

Next Meeting
Date: Thursday October 8, 2026 Time: 7:00-8:00 PM Location: St Catherine’s Room at Church of St Patrick & Virtually Via Teams (same Teams link works for each meeting)

 (
2
)
